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Uptime_
The human desire to understand abstractions leads to new
inventions, critical research and a poetic contemplation
of our environment. In the midst of art and design, in the
specially designed exhibition for Festival Designkwartier,
Uptime is dedicated to makers who question current systems
of thought and who allow collective truths to falter, because
the future demands radically different systems.

Vibeke Mascini
A Day in the Death of Ron, 2018
17 min. 46,03 sec. lp vinyl record, brass elements, cast epoxy
Mascini was struck by the sheer multitude of YouTube clips showing people’s
final exhalation and that these intimate moments were available in such a
public sphere making them, in essence, a perpetual reanimation of breath
that initially signified someone’s last. She began monitoring one particular
frequently viewed clip called Ron’s last breath… death rattle and realised that
by counting up the total time of replays, Ron’s breath had continued for over
a week after his passing in April 2013. In A Day in the Death of Ron, Mascini
made a recording of the consecutive breathing of a day of YouTube views.

Deceased words, 2018 and ongoing
Words repealed from the dictionary

doodzwijm, unconsciousness during the process of dying or right before death.
ontlijven, to rob one of one’s life, kill.
reeuwzucht, the last gasp of one who is moribund.
These words used to be in the Dutch dictionary. Their lack of use over time has
seen them disappear from the dictionary. After it loses meaning, it becomes
impossible to think a word, and people lack the vocabulary to express their
thoughts and feelings. When these three words are once again spoken, written
and thought they will eventually find their way back into the dictionary.

Vibeke Mascini / Atmos Anima / 2018

Atmos Anima, 2018
6 blowing glass shapes
For a long time a person’s last breath has been the ultimate definition of the
ending of a lifetime. But when a breath does not stagnate, does life continue?
For this project Mascini collaborated with Babette Ketelaar van Daal who
recently received donor lungs and congealed a series of her breaths into
blowing glass shapes.

Defying Dragons, 2018
Granite summit of Mont Blanc
On an upside down pedestal, Vibeke Mascini presents the summit of the Mont
Blanc: a small piece of granite, expropriated during the first succesful ascent
of the mountain in 1786, a time when it was still commonly believed that
mountains housed dragons. The two men reaching the summit were therefore
considered a conquest of knowledge over superstition. Mascini believes that
the ownership of the mountain summit represents how landscape would
increasingly be shaped by people after the moment it was physically seen from
above.
Thanks to the Kulturhistorisches Museum Görlitz, Germany

The first written definition of the stone by
Adolf Traugott von Gersdorf, 1786
“Schweizer Reise 1786 / Vol. XI. p. 573 No. 300 [references to Gersdorfs travel
journal] / Granit von etwas feinem Korn und ein wenig gneisartiger / Struktur,
aus durchscheinendem weißlich grauem Quarze, weißlichem / Feldspathe,
und gräulich grünlichem, zum Theil mit zart [unreadable] / matten dunkleren
Glimmertheilchen vermengten Flecken, von / zart eingemengten Sammet
oder Chloriterde Teilchen, von 2 klei-/nen Felsen, welche ganz nahe NO.
vom höchsten Gipfel des Mont-/blanc durch den Schnee durchstachen. /
Diesen hatte Herr D. Paccard Tages vorher von seiner ersten / Ersteigung des
Montblanc mit zurück gebracht und / mich [unreadable] beschenkt.”
Thanks to the Kulturhistorisches Museum Görlitz, Germany

Vibeke Mascini
Cloud Inverse, 2017
(Book on the table at the entrance of Nest)
The tip of Mont Blanc was expropriated by geologist Horace-Bénédict de
Saussure during the scientific expedition to the summit in 1787. For many
years this triangle of granite rock has been housed in Teylers Museum, the
Netherlands, at a mere 3.2 meter above sea level. De Saussure’s precise
measurement of the mountain’s height didn’t change how high it had been
before, it was the same. What did change was the tangibility of the height. In
the summer of 2016 Vibeke Mascini made an ascent of the Mont Blanc. Cloud
Inverse describes her 17 day expedition in which she follows in the geologist’s
footsteps towards the summit. Mascini travels through a diverse landscape,
both geographical and imagined, touching upon the analogies of traces
within landscape and travel literature, before finally arriving at an obscure
mountaintop.

Traveling Colony, 2016
Fiberglass measuring tapes and silk yarn
A tape measure is, besides being an independent material object, generally
used as an instrument by which to define other things. To challenge this
standard of measurement, Mascini uses the tape measure to describe its own
characteristics and, by representing it both as an object and reference tool,
neutralizes its purpose.

The Reunion, 2018
Technical photographic print on Hahnemuhle canvas
Mascini brings together the summits expropriated from the Mont Blanc in
1786 and 1787. They meet once again after being housed in different European
collections for centuries, both far away from the mountain itself.

Oscar Santillán
Solaris, 2017
Ongoing, photographic lens made with desert sand, inkjet prints
The Atacama Desert in Chile is the most arid place on the planet. Over time,
this immense territory has hosted many human populations including the
Incas. Its atmospheric conditions make it the perfect site for astronomical
observations and today the region accommodates impressive telescopes.
For Solaris, sand gathered from the Atacama Desert was first melted, turning
it into glass, and then polished into photographic lenses. These desert eyes
were then brought back to Atacama and used to photograph the night.
The photos show how, with human aid, the landscape is able to see the sky.

La Noche - The moonlight’s weight, 2018
Lunar meteorite, customized metal box
Over the past years Oscar Santillán has been in close dialogue with
astronomers, mathematicians, and scientists from various fields. This piece
is an outcome of those encounters. Santillán inquired about the weight of
phenomena not usually recognized as matter, in this case moonlight. Through
quantum calculations, a group of experts proposed an estimation of the weight
of a full moon’s light over a night on planet Earth. The exact weight was then
carved out of lunar meteorites: pieces of the actual moon that at some point
reflected light onto the Earth.

Oscar Santillán
A year of nothingness, 2015
Projection of 63 analogue slides
Throughout the decades, Emma Darwin’s diaries show many empty pages - far
different from the overloaded famous diaries of her husband, Charles. In this
piece, by selecting from all those many blank pages, a sequential year in which
nothing was written is displayed.

Voyager, 2016
Shirt found in a forest, and its missing buttons replaced with meteorites. Found
shirt, melted meteorites.
An abandoned shirt, with its buttons missing, was found by Santillán during
a forest walk. He mended the shirt by sewing on buttons made from melted
down meteorites cast into button shapes. This action unites two wandering
entities that were not otherwise intended to meet: a shirt on planet Earth and
meteorites from outer space now belong together.
Thanks to Collection Famille Servais

Aliki van der Kruijs
& Jos Klarenbeek
Kadans, 2018
work in progress

Kadans is an ongoing research project that has originated from a curiosity
about the way in which natural (invisible) processes can generate patterns and
materials. Van der Kruijs and Klarenbeek are investigating how the movement
of the sea can be converted into ever-changing weaving patterns. They convert
the data collected by satellites and buoys, thus linking science to textiles.

Esther Kokmeijer
Still Waves, 2018
work in progress

Artist, explorer and pool guide Esther Kokmeijer travelled with oceanographer
Gerbrant van Vledder to the Marshall Islands to learn about the mysteries
of wave navigation. The sailors of the Marshall Islands have the remarkable
ability to navigate with great precision between distant islands, based only
on the stars, the wind and ocean waves. By sailing along, Kokmeijer tries to
understand the secret of the ancient tradition of Stick Charts to discover the
sixth sense of the Marshall sailors.

Giuseppe Licari
Terra Moderna Sicily-Holland, 2013-2017
Tests on ceramics, 2018
work in progress

The earth’s soil is heavily polluted and exploited to the brink of exhaustion.
Artist Giuseppe Licari asks questions about the ownership of the landscape
and the influence of mankind on the natural world. Pigments have historically
been considered as valuable, but the pigments Licari uses come from the
poorest, most exploited and toxic soils. Licari investigates how the toxic
soil can be restored and how art and design can be an active part of this
purification process.

Giuseppe Licari / Terra Moderna Sicily-Holland, 2013-2017 /
special thanks to CBK Rotterdam

Nishiko
Repairing Earthquake Project, Object# 2011_32,
2011
Washed Ashore (Repairing Earthquake Project fifth
phase), 2018
work in progress Japan-Canada 2018

Nishiko’s work is guided by chance. In 2011, after the earthquake and tsunami
in Japan, she started the Repairing Earthquake Project, collecting objects
that had been destroyed by the disaster and repairing them in temporary
workshops. The collection and repair brought her into contact with all sorts of
personal experiences. Through this project, Nishiko hopes to open the dialogue
and make it possible to reflect and raise awareness on all issues related to
the disaster. This year, in the fifth phase of the project, Nishiko follows debris
that is washed up in the Pacific Ocean by wave currents on the West Coast of
Canada.

Josje Hattink &
Tanya Lippmann
What are we sinking about?, 2018
work in progress

Josje Hattink is fascinated by peat, a raw material that is crucial to the
formation of the Dutch landscape. Both geographically and culturally, the
traces of peat are still visible and important. In collaboration with climate
scientist Tanya Lippmann, Hattink investigates changes in the Dutch landscape
through man and nature. Together, Hattink and Lippmann compare their
different perspectives on the landscape and methods of comparing and
exploring it.

Austin Camilleri
Zieme, 2014

gipsmodel

The bronze sculpture Zieme (Ziemel means ‘horse’ in Maltese) by the Maltese
artist Austin Camilleri is a noble animal with only three legs. A controversial
work of art about vulnerability and power. When Zieme was first installed, a
national discussion broke out about art, erosion and exploitation, of both the
landscape and of politics and tourism. Zieme’s scale model, which is shown
here, reflects on the time between idea and sculpture, artist and audience and
prompts us to think about our own political landscape.

Austin Camilleri / Zieme / installed for the Maltese Parliament in
Valletta for VIVA, Valletta International Arts Festival / 2014

Lotte Geeven & Yeb Wiersma
In 2013, Lotte Geeven and Yeb Wiersma collaborated for the first time for the
project Surveillance made on invitation of WEST in The Hague. During the
project it became apparent that the collaboration doubled their gutsiness
and scope to operate. This would lead to Formations, a series of works in
which the artists manipulate the city and its inhabitants through elements
of darkness, light, emptiness, emotion and sound. As part of the series they
have previously realised Dark Hour, Mass, and Diffusion.

Downtime, 2018
Intervention - Part 3 of the ongoing series Formations
See letter to mayor Pauline Krikke, asking for permission to turn all traffic
lights in The Hague red at the same time.

Lotte Geeven & Yeb Wiersma / Downtime / 2018

Haze, 2018
Part 1 of the ongoing series Formations
Human behaviour is often dictated by subconscious action and desire.
Agreements, rules and systems engage the rational and suppress the
instincts. It is a deliberate motive, not physical desire and longing, that
dominate when making decisions. Twice Lotte Geeven and Yeb Wiersma
boarded a small plane in order to spray a cloud of pheromones over the city.
A pheromone is a substance produced and released by humans and other
animals through the skin and sweat glands, a molecule that functions as a
messenger between two individuals of the same species. By inundating the city
with pheromones (derived from Greek, meaning carrier of arousal) the artists
hope to evade the collective intellect and appeal to the subconscious.

Lotte Geeven & Yeb Wiersma / Haze / 2018

Program_
After each lecture, there is room for questions and debate. On average,
each programme component lasts half an hour.

Saturday 2 June 2018
16:00

16:30

Lonny van
Ryswyck,
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(Atelier NL) &
Bert van der
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(NL)

Sunday 3 June 2018
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Oudenhoven,
environmental
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(NL)

			
17:00
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(ENG)

Giuseppe
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Start 17:20
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& Suzanne
Wallinga,
curator
(ENG)

Friday 1 June 2018
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Ruben Jacobs,
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(NL)

			

Moderator: Luuk Heezen

18:00

18:30

Moderator: Valentijn Byvanck
18:30
19:00

Aliki van
der Kruijs,
designer
(NL)

19:30

Esther
Kokmeijer, artist
& Gerbrant
van Vledder,
oceonographer
(NL)

Henk
Oosterling,
philosopher
(NL)

			
18:00

19:00

Vibeke
Mascini,
writer and
artist
(NL)
Start 18:20

19:30

Josje Hattink,
artist & Tanya
Lippmann,
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(ENG)

Speakers
Sprekers
Austin Camilleri &
Suzanne Wallinga
Josje Hattink &
Tanya Lippmann
Ruben Jacobs
Esther Kokmeijer &
Gerbrant van Vledder
Aliki van der Kruijs
Giuseppe Licari
Vibeke Mascini
Henk Oosterling
Alexander van Oudenhoven
Lonny van Ryswyck &
Bert van der Valk
Oscar Santillán

In a series of lectures, interviews and interventions,
designers and artists enter into discussions with
scientists.

Vibeke Mascini / The Reunion / 2018

Friday June 1
19.30 uur
Ruben Jacobs – culture sociologist– NL

The Stone of the Antropocene

“The stone of the Anthropocene, that’s where I started my story. For me, this
stone is a symbol of something. For an artistic attitude towards the world
that takes shape in the reality of the Anthropocene. This artistic attitude
is characterized by a renewed meeting between the world of explanation
(science) and the world of representation (art).”
Ruben Jacobs is a cultural sociologist and researcher and is writing a new
book about the disturbed relationship between man, technology and nature. On
the opening night of Designkwartier, he sketches an interesting alternative to
decay and offers the listener a tangible vision of the future.

Saturday June 2
Moderator: Luuk Heezen
16.00 hrs
Lonny van Ryswyck – designer
& Bert van der Valk – geologist – NL
Lonny van Ryswyck (Atelier NL) and Bert van der Valk talk about the coastal
area of The Hague and the ‘Zandmotor’ (Sand Motor). They share a fascination
for sand, as a fundamental material for the creation of the Netherlands, and
for the possibilities that sand offers as a raw material for designers.

17.00 hrs
Giuseppe Licari – artist – ENG
The soil we have produced in the last century is contaminated, exploited on
the verge of collapse. How can we sustain ourselves in the future? How can we
regenerate this toxic soil? How can art and design become an active part of
this regeneration?

17.20 hrs
Oscar Santillán – artist – ENG
Within his work Oscar Santillán investigates systems of thought; abstractions
constructed by people to better understand the world. He questions the
Western worldview that is based on binary structures, such as visible/invisible,
echoed/unreal, human/nature, or content/object.

18.00 hrs
Henk Oosterling – philosopher – NL
The current human condition is one of radical mediocrity or the uncritical
consumption of comfort. What structures can we make to think critically about
this without falling back into a 19th century discourse? The philosopher Henk
Oosterling explains how philosophers have always considered the relationship
between man and nature.

19.00 hrs
Esther Kokmeijer – artist
& Gerbrant van Vledder – oceanographer – NL
The sailors of the Marshall Islands have the remarkable ability to navigate with
great precision between distant islands, based only on the stars, the wind and
ocean waves. Kokmeijer and Van Vledder visited the islands and will discuss
ocean navigation and the sixth sense of the Marshall sailors.

Kokmeijer en Van Vledder op expeditie
rond de Marshall Eilanden

Sunday June 3
Moderator: Valentijn Byvanck
16.00 hrs
Alexander van Oudenhoven –
environmental scientist – NL
The relationship between man and nature is often based on services provided
by nature to man (clean air, food, water) and is sometimes taken for granted.
The values of nature, however, have a deeper layer.

17.00 hrs
Austin Camilleri – artist
& Suzanne Wallinga – curator – ENG
Suzanne Wallinga visited Malta several times and became fascinated by these
islands on the border of Europe and Africa. She talks to the Maltese artist
Austin Camilleri about the oasis that Malta forms within the geopolitical issues
that the archipelago has to deal with.

18.00 hrs
Aliki van der Kruijs – ontwerper – NL
Aliki van der Kruijs will discuss various design projects in which water plays an
important role. Everywhere on the planet we undergo the influence of oceanic
space. After all, rain is only water that has been borrowed temporarily from
oceanic space.

18.20 hrs
Vibeke Mascini – writer & artist – NL
Vibeke Mascini analyses systems that seem impossible to influence, such as
the metric system and the Dutch language. Within these systems she finds
elasticity and poetic translations. She is particularly interested in how the
value of information (and its subsequently meaning) is defined by cultural
systems of assessment.

19.00 hrs
Josje Hattink – artist
& Tanya Lippmann – climate scientist - ENG
Rising sea levels and subsiding land; not an ideal combination. Josje Hattink
and Tanya Lippmann both deal with change issues in the Dutch landscape: the
effects of climate change and man-made manipulation.

Hattink and Lippmann on peat expedition in the landscape

Festival
Designkwartier
We live in a time when - on a constant basis - meaningless goods are being
mass-produced. At the same time, there is a movement going on in which
the creative sector makes us think, for example about the use of our daily
products. The fresh perspective of designers ensures innovative products,
each of which has been developed and made with attention. Festival
Designkwartier wants to stimulate a broad public by presenting contemporary
design and zooms in on the story behind special designs or concepts.
Designers and the public meet and have discussions about the projects. In this
way the audience discovers that the world is different from what they initially
believed.
Surprising routes lead along a mix of pop-ups, shops, museums and
even living rooms in people’s homes. Visitors can view presentations and
exhibitions, attend lectures and workshops, talk to designers and have a
different view of the world. And of course also enjoy a lot of design by famous
designers and up-and-coming talent.

Satellietgroep
Artist collective Satellietgroep (The Hague, 2006) investigates the sea, coastal
transitions, climate change and the role of mankind in these processes, both
in the Netherlands and abroad. With the current discussion about the new
geological era, called the Anthropocene, we come to the insight that man is
also the driving force behind processes of change on earth. After all, much of
our changing climate is now related to the influence that we, as human beings,
exert on our living environment. Awareness of the coastal landscape as a
cultural landscape contributes to a better understanding of history (where do
we come from) and the future (where do we go).
In 2018, they will reconsider the relationship between man and nature, asking
the question: Who is nature?

Nest
Nest is a platform for contemporary visual art with an exhibition space of over
400 m2. Nest is housed in the cultural hotspot the DCR, where more than 35
artists and designers work and three different cultural organisations operate.
Exhibitions in Nest focus on specific themes that are highlighted through the
work of local, national and international artists. Projects at Nest are not only
based on the artist and his work, but also on the role of the artist and work in
relation to the public and their social context. During One Nest Stands artists
and curators get the chance to shape their own projects for the duration of an
evening.

Colofon
Uptime is a production of Nest and Satellietgroep
Artists and designers:
Lotte Geeven, Yeb Wiersma, Vibeke Mascini, Oscar Santillán, Austin Camilleri, Josje
Hattink, Esther Kokmeijer, Aliki van der Kruijs en Jos Klarenbeek, Giuseppe Licari,
Nishiko, Lonny van Ryswyck (Atelier NL).
Scientists:
Ruben Jacobs (cultural sociologist), Bert van der Valk (geologist), Gerbrant van Vledder
(oceanographer), Henk Oosterling (philosopher), Tanya Lippmann (climate scientist),
Alexander van Oudenhoven (environmental scientist).
Moderators:
Luuk Heezen, Valentijn Byvanck
Image front: Carlo ter Ellen
On 17 October 2017, many people took photographs of the spectacular orange sun. A
storm blew desert sand from Morocco and ash from forest fires in Spain and Portugal to
the Netherlands. This storm was caused by Hurricane Ophelia off the coast of Ireland, a
deviation that KNMI did not expect until 2090.
Technique and build up:
Francois Lombarts
Freerk Wilbers
Elsemarijn Bruys
Tobias Lengkeek
Luis Maly
Veerle Pennock
This program is part of the series Zeelabs on culture and nature, coast and climate in
the context of Feest aan Zee.
Special thanks to: Kultur Historisches Museum Görlitz, Teylers Museum Haarlem,
Collection Famille Servais, ZZ Parking, ZRG Zuid Holland Riders Group, Van Tetterode
Glass Studio, Dagmar van Wersch, Stella Loning, Maus Meeuwig, John van Wyhe (The
Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online)

Vibeke Mascini, A Day in the Death of Ron:
Victor de Beijer and Boris de Beijer
Vibeke Mascini, Atmos Anima:
Babette Ketelaar van Daal and Van Tetterode Glass Studio
Lotte Geeven & Yeb Wiersma, Roar, Downtime and Haze:
Matthias van Walsum, Ricky Thomas, Stefan van Laarhoven, Francis Stegenga, Nadiye
Metin, Annet Mekkering, Igor Alveringh, Tony Kwan, Michel Martens, Miranda Voogt,
Mitchel van der Elst, Bong Leung, Raimond de Haan, Stijn Lamens, Gerard Kootstra,
Jayden Nijman, John Steenhoek, Roel van Son, Mike Wallet, Hans van der Poel, Jeroen
Bos, Michael Vos, Michael Hellenthal, Patrick Stolk, Kris Kramer, Paul van den Bos,
Arenda Berkheij, Floris Loopik, Laurens Visser Wilhelmus Veldhorst Tupan, Michel
Martens, Pim van der Deure, Kimberly Doets, Victor Wennekes, Nina van Hartskamp,
Liza Vos en Lida Ladwig, Nando Dullaart, John Akerboom, Barbara van der Stoep,
Robbert van der Kleij, Serge Hoogendoorn, Victor Knoop, Alexis Blake, Steve Korver, Ken
Haffner, Eric Feijten, Michiel Ferier, Job Worms
Oscar Santillán, Solaris:
Commissioned by MUAC (MX), Funded by Galerie Mazzoli (DE/IT), Copperfield (UK),
NoMíNIMO (EC), and also supported by Galería Metales Pesados (CL), and collectors
Pedro Montes and Rocío Chávez. Participants: Frans Snik (astronomer), Rik ter Horst
(optics specialist), Durk Valkema & Anna Carlgren (glass making and lens polishing),
Zahel Quezada Lima (desert guide), Witho Worms (analog camera operator), and Steve
Haveneers (engineer). Additional thanks to Alexia Tala, Ramón Aldunate, and Joyce
Cortez.
Oscar Santillán, A Year of Nothingness:
Digital production: Matteo Gatti, Research – Ludo Hellemans, Germany
Oscar Santillán, Voyager:
Metallurgic work – Hans Steylaert
Metal carving – Bastiaan Mobach

_Opening hours exhibition
1 - 3 June, 2018
Fri, Sat and Sun 14.00 - 20.00 hours
_Program
Fri 19.30 - 20.00
Sat and Sun 16.00 - 19.30 hours
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De Constant Rebecqueplein 20b
2518 RA Den Haag
0031 (0)70 3653186
info@nestruimte.nl
www.nestruimte.nl

